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You Carry "Place" With You 

There is nothing settled in the life of a religious community. Many a 
congregation started its life in the center of town, moved to a residential 
neighborhood as its members become more prosperous, pulled up stakes again, 
and now sits in the middle of a parking lot in the suburbs. 

In spite of this movement, the fact that "place matters" was a consistent 
theme in the interviews with congregation members conducted by The Polis 
Center this past summer. 

A congregation now settled in Carmel cannot forget its urban past. You 
can tell by the pictures and artifacts in display cases in the narthex. But you can 
also tell by the leadership the congregation takes in the Interfaith Hospitality 
Network, a coalition that hosts homeless people a week at a time. In symbolic 
ways the old neighborhood still lives in the memories of the people. 

Often a congregation does not choose, or cannot afford to relocate. As 
its members move away, some commute back to the old place. Why do they 
come back? The reasons are complex, but these weekly pilgrimages can 
reinforce the sense of identity scattered members have for the old neighborhood. 

Often they want to support congregational outreach. A small percentage 
of the church's members may live in that neighborhood, but the church remains 
active in community affairs. 

In other congregations, the commuting members are only concerned with 
keeping traditions and friendships alive. The old neighborhood now belongs to 
people they don't know. Except for the place of worship, it is an alien place. 
The neighborhood that lives in memory is the one to which they keep returning. 

Starting a Food Pantry? Some Words to the Wise 

There are indications that the demand for food pantries will increase as welfare 
reform is phased in. If your organization is thinking about starting a food pantry, 
1-t.ei:..e J\r...e _SQWe .tip_s Jrptn _peqple who are already in the business:

1. Be aware of other food pantries in your area. Talk to the people in
charge. Get their advice on what kind of help is needed. Find out
where other food pantries get their food. Gleaners is an important
resource. Talk to Sarah there at 925-0191. There is some red tape
involved. Gleaners will want to inspect your premises, and you will
need a non-profit 501(c)3 number. (Ask Sarah.)



2. Train volunteers to show respect to people who ask for help. Try to enter into a
relationship with the people who come. Listening is important.

3. Have someone who knows the welfare and food stamp systems.
4. There is no such thing as a fool-proof system. You will be conned once in a while.

But make that a learning experience.
5. Don't make your requirements so high you force hungry people to lie. These are the

beginning items. Others will pop up as you proceed.
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